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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE ASPECT AND PROSPECTS OF THE CHURCH. 
A Sermon preached by a Pastor on his return from the General Convention of 1841, 


Psa 105, 1—‘*‘ Make known His deeds among the people.” 


% So the Psalmist delighted to do. In the habit himself of tracing to their 
real source, the events of whatever nature which happened to him, or 
to those around him, he was not only quick to see that none of them 
could come about without his Heavenly Father, but in each of them he 
was ready to recognize the hand of parental affection,—guiding with 
peculiar watchfulness and wisdom the pathway of His covenant-people. 
And hence, feeling that the wondrous works of the Lord, especially in 
His dealings with the Church, were ‘‘ so done that they ought to be had 
in remembrance,” the grateful heart of David, we find, was ever prompt- 
ing him to ‘ talk” of those works. Every hearer, to whom the tidings 
came, he took for granted, would be ready to speed them onwards— 
‘‘making them known” each to the utmost verge of his influence; till 


every member of the spiritual body, however remote from the scene of 


their occurrence, had become acquainted with them, and could unite 
with the brethren in anthems of prayer and praise. The whole Church, 
it was clearly his wish, and purpose, and expectation, shuuld not only 
know of what was done, but feel, and avow, and evince, and extend, 
and increase the interest, really possessed, alike by all and by each, in 
the concerns of the common salvation. 

Thus should it ever be with the Church of God. Not an event can there 
be, affecting the least of the fibres of the living frame, but the sense of it 
should thrill through its every part. And such accordingly has ever 
been, and will ever be, the case, with a sensitiveness and extent of sym- 
pathy proportioned precisely to the healthiness of the spiritual body. 
The better Christians we are, the more must we care one for another. 
In witness, let the appeal be now to the views and the actions of our own 
branch of the one great brotherhood of believers. 

Years ago, in one of the General Conventions of our Charch, the 
following resolution was adopted by the concurrent votes of the Bishops, 
the Clergy, and the Laity. 

“© Whereas, the interests of the Church would be advanced by a more 
general knowledge of its Constitution and Canons, and also by promul- 
gating the proceedings of the General Convention to the members of 
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the Church at large, therefore be it recommended to the ecclesiastical 
authorities in the several Dioceses, to eause the same to be made known 
in the congregations respectively within their bounds, by such measures 
as may be deemed expedieut.’* 

With us in consequence, it has been, ever since, the practice of our 
Bishop, in addressing his own Convention, to refer to the doings of the 
general councils of the Church. And those of us privileged to listen to 
the communications of our Diocesan at such times are well enough 
aware of the interest thus excited. But equally convinced must we be 
that the object of the resolution just quoted can have been by this means 
unly partially attained—and that in order that the desired information 
should be made known (as advised) to the respective ‘* congregations,” 
some mode is requisite of speaking to them more directly. With the sanc- 
tion, accordingly, and after the example of our present Bishop, your 
Pastor, brethren, in compliance alike with the recommendation referred 
to, and with his own inclinations, would offer you now a sketch of the 
recent transactions of our chief ecclesiastical assembly :—in the hope 
that you will see in them abundant cause to bless the goodness of Him, 
who has given us a place within this portion of His spiritual fold. Our 
sketch must, of necessity, be the briefest possible, and therefore incom- 
plete—but that it may have somewhat of distiuctness, we propose to 
give you a view of the materials composing the late Convention, and the 
spirit pervading it; with some account of its prominent measures. 

And first, of the materials composing our General Convention. Would 
that you also could have been in the midst of them in the day of their 
assembling! The place in which they met was crowded, of course, at 
an early hour by “the multituie of the disciples ;”’ the chancel being 
reserved for the Bishops, and the central pews forthe Clergy and the 
Deputies. At the appointed hour, the Fathers of our Zion, robed in 
their chaste and sacred vestments, were seen ip procession through the 
aisle, beginning with the eldest, even unto the youngest, in the order of 
their respective consecrations---a goodly company, then numbering 
19—only one absent. At the head of them came our venerable presiding 
Bishop---next, the snow-white locks of the Diocesan of Virginia,t in im- 
mediate succession to whom towered the form of the veteran pioneer of 
the West; the latter endeared to many of us by the lingering memory 
of his sojourn among us---and the three making a combination of purity, 
simplicity, and devotedness, in which every true son of the Church might 
well discern a pledge and token of favor from on high to “ the sacra- 
mental host of God’s elect,” guided by such leaders in the battle of * the 
Lord against the mighty.” Nor could we fail to be thankful that in the 
Apostolic ranks might be seen others, who from their ripeness of age, 
and energies, physical] and mental, were the better fitted to ** endure hard- 
ness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ,” being the chief Missionaries in 
their respective Dioceses, and by their activity gathering and reviving 
the scattered and feeble members of our communion. Indeed there 
needed but a survey of the group Lo satisfy every one that it was compo- 

posed of ingredients singularly well adapted to the emergencies of the 
Church in this country, where the maturest discretion is required for 


* See Journal of General Convention of 1814. 
t Since taken to his rest. 
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our safety amid perils altogether untried, and yet the ardour of youth is 
no less indispensable for the carrying out of our system among a people 
of amazing independence of thought and enterprize. It was cheering 
to look at these chosen ones, coming from the four quarters of our con- 
federacy to take sweet counsel together on the momentous trust, com- 
mitted to them severally, yet collectively. One’s thoughts ran far back 
to the source of their divinely-originated line ; and while in each of them 
the Churchman saw a lineal descendant of the Twelve whom the Saviour 
Himselt had made the rulers of his Church, their union within the holy 
place of the Christian's temple, could not but recal the image of those 
Twelve, as on the day of Pentacost they were “ waiting for the promise of 
the Father.” There was, as it were, before the eye a picture of the Apos- 
tolic Church, and a proof that our’s is but the same, preserved and 
extended---‘‘one and Catholic.” Neither was this impression weaken- 
ed, when, at due distance, and in their appropriate attire, the white- 
robed priests, whose was the duty of offering the prayers, and leading 
the devotions of their brethren, were observed approaching the usual 
place of the Christiau’s morning sacrifice. In the train of whom came 
the rest of the Presbyters to their appointed seats. The Laity closing the 
procession---aud thus completing the resemblance of the primitive as- 
semblies where “apostles, elders, and brethren,” with ‘devout and honor- 
abie women nota few,” and many too of those whom Jesus “‘ took up in 
His arms and blessed,” were gathered together in solemn worship. 

Again, brethren, the wish arose in the bosom of your Pastor, that he 
could have placed you witiiu sight and hearing of the glorious service, 
as it rose from the lips of that great congregation---the loud response 
resounding from a thousand voices, and songs and hymns of praise 
breaking forth as from the very souls of the brotherhood of believers. 
Then, he doubted not, would you also feel that, in its union of all that is 
august with whatever is elevating and spiritual, we have a model of con- 
gregational devotion---intensely exciting, yet deeply solemnizing; the 
tendency of which is to animate, and yet to compose, and to fill the 
heart with love to all who are partakers of the same faith, and heirs of 
the same heaven---the very type and foretaste of whose raptures, it is 
for us, if we will, to experience whenever we meet in the earthly court 
of the Lord’s house, 

We might linger with soothing retrospect near the emblems of the 
Saviour’s dying love, dispensed as they were on that day by our Bishops, 
to more than a thousand communicants, a third of whom were wont in 
like manner to bless and break to their respective flocks the bread of 
life. Few, we are persuaded, could have retired from those protracted, 
yet not tedious services, unmoved with kind affection toward the breth- 
ren. None, surely, but must have felt that a tie, not of earth, Is binding 
together the remotest members of our great household. All, it may be 


hoped, whether present then or not, will learn that in the triple ranks of 
our ministry, cemented as they are by the kind and strong adhesion of 
the laity, we have indeed a cord not easily broken. In each Diocese 
a strand, as it were, complete within itself, winds in faithful attachment 
around its Bishop, and combines, through him, and in General Con- 
vention, with those of other Dioceses---knit together, we may trust, 
with a strength, which all the forces of the enemy will assault in 
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vain :—thus giving to our divinely organized society an efficiency, pow- 
erful for good to every soul within its compass, and destined yet to 
spread far and wide the blessings of salvation through the merits and 
grace of our Heavenly King. But we hasten to speak, 

Secondly, of the spirit pervading our late Convention. And no sooner 
had its members come together in more exclusive meeting for the busi- 
ness before them, than the influence of the associations just described 
could plainly be perceived at the outset of their proceedings. Manifestly, 
they were not a casual collection of separate and distinct individuals ;— 
no mere gathering of uncounected parts--without relationship or affinity 
one fur another. But rather, like the drops of some homogeneous fluid, 
there was evidently among them a tendency to flow together into a com- 
bination as intimate and harmonious as Christian affection, tempered by 
conscientious and theretore discriminating principle, might move them 
to draw near. None looked upon any other as a stranger. No formal 
removal of the hindrances to acquaintanceship was waited for. Enough 
that all were members of the one Church of Christ, sent to consult 
about her welfare. This was warrant and motive for the freest inter- 
change of greetings. And as a family at unity with itself, the Deputies 
set themselves to the work assigned them, with filial deference for the 
hints which they might receive from their Right Reverend Fathers. 

Thus during the progress of the session, It would be idle and false, 
were we togive out the idea that among so many men, brought together 
from the most distant regions of our Union, there was, or could be, entire 
coincidence of views. Rather we rejuice that, inevidence of their honesty, 
they did not hesitate to entertain, and express, and urge, various opin- 
ions on the matters which came before them. Better so than that, bya 
sacrifice of private judgment, they had all been moulded passively into 
an absolute uniformity, fatal alike to their own peace of conscience, and 
to the well-being of their respective Dioceses ; the varying circumstances 
of which rendered indispensable an accommodation of universal princi- 
ples to special cases. Hence, of course, the problem for their solution 
was as to the best way of applying to the case of each the general rules 
agreed-in by all—and how to adopt such measures of legislation, as, 
though not oppressive to any, would be of the happiest influence upon 
the whole. A difficult problem always—and increasingly so in propor- 
tion to the extension of our Church in numbers and _ territorial limits— 
but therefore only the better adapted at once to try and to illustrate the 
value and vigor of the organization, which hitherto we have found so 
auspicious to our growth and usefuluess. And thankful, accordingly, may 
we be, that the result of the recent deliberations is only to conform our 
conviction of the excellence of that organization---and tu shew that in 
our divinely instituted principles there is a conservative, and yet an ac- 
tive spirit, which, while keeping inviolate “the unity of the faith in the 
bond of peace,” must spread to an extent thus far unattained, “ the Gos- 
pel in the Church,” Such, we say distinctly, is our inference from the 
spirit pervading our Convention. One desire we are sure was there 
for ‘* the prosperity of the holy Apostolic Church.” Knowing that it is 
the building of God,” “ the pillar and ground of the truth,” every one, 
it did seem, had no higher wish than to strengthen its foundations, 
to bring out to the clearest view its matchless beauties, and to throw 
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open its inviting doors freely and effectually to the entrance of the 
world of sinners, for whose reception and salvation the holy sanctuary 
was erected. Entire too was the unanimity as to every essential ingre- 
dient of the Church’s construction. Nota shadow of doubt did an indi- 
vidual betray about any of the articles of hercreed. ‘ The faith once 
delivered to the Saints,” is to this day cherished with unimpaired integ- 
rity within her precincts. If ever those who belong to her were sound, 
and of one mind in all the great principles of Gospel truth, they are 
so now. In proof of this it may be enough to say that the * Pastoral 
Letter” of our Bishops, though it is on a subject allowing of manifold 
diversity in its details, expresses the mind of the whole brotherhood 
wnence it emanates, and was received with but one sentiment of hearty 
approval by the Clergy and the Laity in Convention assembled. 

With this uniformity, therefore, in fundamentals, we may not be un- 
easy at hearing that about matters of secondary moment, a diversity of 
opinions existed— merely as to the best mode of advancing the one ob- 
ject dear to every heart—some thinking that the end desired could be 
most speedily and safely attained by the prevalence of caution over en- 
terprize ; and others that we should rather go forward boldly, and at 
once, in what all could see is the career of extended usefulness, open- 
ing before us now as never hitherto. Earnest, of course, and lengthened 
were the discussions, arising from these several views of the measures 
most expedient. Each speaker expressed strongly his own sense of 
what was desirable—and each was listened to with considerate and 
affectionate attention, and differed-from not without respectful defer- 
ence. Every proposal, whether judicious or indiscreet, was heard pa- 
tiently. Its defects, real or imagined, were pointed out kindly. There 
was no questioning of motives—not a hint to the disparagement of any 
one’s intentions. Entire credit was accorded on all sides for meaning 
well. And thus, in the midst of discussions about things of deepest inter- 
est to the speakers, scarce a circumstance was there to ruffle the temper, 
or to mar in the slightest degree the harmony of the brethren. It is not 
recollected that a word fell from any which could have given pain—ex- 
cepting once, and then only with the result of binding the two together 
in closer affection, and of awakening among all a more cordial admira- 
tion of their noble ackncwledgment of error. It was plain that the 
single desire was to come, in general, to an enlightened and conscien- 
tious decision,—judging according to the individual merits of each 
question ; and acting with, or separating from, these persons or those, 
just as in each instance might seem right—and ready even to give up at 
the close of an investigation intentions which had been honestly, yet not 
obstinately avowed at its commencement :—a result which came-about 
more than once, and to which, therefore, in connexion with the lovely 
spirit pervading the whole assembly, we may appeal in proof that the 
Holy Spirit, as prayed for and promised, did “ preside,” as of old, in the 
Council of His Church, 

Lastly, we have to glance at some of the prominent measures proposed 
or agreed to. Much of the session was as usual taken up with the una- 
voidable, and useful, yet not always edifying examination of canonical 
requirements ; generally in provision for the discipline of the Church,—a 
subject involying a complicacy of detail, more embarrassing each year, 
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as the number increases of subjects for such discipline, but about which 
there is happily as yet little need for severity of enactment, the laws on 
our statute books being oftener in prevention than cure, and oftener still 
for the direction of the inquiting, rather than for the punishment of evil 
doers. Especially was it pleasing to observe that on the recent occasion 
no small a portion of our legislajion was for the purpose of accommoda- 
ting the Church to the circumstances of her increasing prosperity, and 
for the reception within her ministry of the multitudes who are flocking 
towards her fold, even as the weary dove to the ark. It would carry us 
now far beyond the bounds of your patience, were we to think of devel- 
oping the missionary tendencies apparent throughout the deliberations of 
the Convention. They afford a theme for grateful and animating men- 
tion. On them every other question evidently turned. The entire 
legislation of the Church, we are convinced, is to be henceforth 
more and more influenced by the views her members take of the office, 
which every day’s experience shews is assigned peculiarly and preeemi- 
nently to the Protestant branches of the Catholic Church, and to our’s 
in particular, with a force of obligation not to be disregarded without 
faithfulness and ruin to ourselves, and to an expecting world. The 
truth is that our responsibilities in this matter have crowdec-in upon us, 
with a suddenness, and to adegree, exceeding the anticipations of our 
legislators—so that, when they met, it was found that, do what they might, 
they must fail to come up to the measure of the claims upon the Church. 
On every side fields of usefulness are spread out for us to occupy. 
Calls, as of the “man of Macedonia,” are heard for many a quarter. 
Within our own country, thirsty lands, it is seen, are panting for the wa- 
ter of life, which is in our keeping. Parishes, where the Church, though 
once existing, had long languished, are reviving. Desolate regions ex- 
press a longing forthe means of grace, which it is for us to dispense. 
And, in foreign lands, through the blessing of God on our too partial 
efforts, the desire has become intense for the full possession of the priv- 
ileges which we alone, of all the communities on this continent, are com- 
missioned and competent tv bestow. Hence, the emotion, weighing 
overwhelmingly upon every thoughtful mind, and on every devout heart 
at our recent council, was of longing that we could respond to the cries 
which are coming from the multitudes every where. And deeply had the 
members of the Convention to grieve, that though sent by their several 
Dioceses to provide for the growing demands upon our zeal and our 
love, they could Jook in general for so little support from the people of 
those Dioceses, in case of their having ventured on any generous re- 
sponse to the calls to us for help. Yet it may be said of the Convention 
that it did what it could. 

The case of the poor was considered, who, as things are now, cannot 
afford in general the expense of a seatin our Churches. The number 
of them, it was observed, is increasing with each wave of emigration from 
the overflowing of older countries---and to the West especially many 
are coming, whe at their homes were of our own household, in the 
habit of attendance in the same sanctuary. Yet for such, it was added, 
no Churches are provided. Against them our pews are closed, except on 
terms with which they cannot, or will not comply. And thousands con- 
sequently, lost to the faith of their fathers, and of ours, are swelling 
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the ranks, not only of dissent, but of fanaticism or infidelity, to the loss 
of their souls, if not to the ultimate overthrow of our national institu- 
tions. So alarming, in short, did the danger appear to the Convention, 
so fatal the consequences, and so shameful our past inhospitableness, 
that the expression of opinion was unanimous. A recommendation was 
made with one accord, to the several Dioceses, to provide without de- 
lay, in such manner as to them might seem best, for the a-Imission of 
worshippers freely, from the poorer classes of our brethren, to sittings 
in our Churches. The time, it was hoped, will not be distant, when, as 
of old, ‘‘the rich and the poor” may “meet together” before Him who 
is *‘ the maker of them all ;’’ and the Gospel be preached once more to 
the latter no less than the former ; and owr Church especially be cleans- 
ed from the stain of being the receptacle almost exclusively of the 
wealthy, and the fashionable, while our doors and our hearts are closed 
te those whom * God hath chosen rich in faith.” 

A similar interest was expressed in behalf of another, and perhaps 
still more neglected portion of those for whom the Saviour shed His 
blood. The descendants, we mean, of that nation, ‘*whose are the 
fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came’”—the Jews. 
The time, it is thought, has come for Christians to hold out to the chil- 
dren of the former covenant the blessings of the latter. And our Board 
of Missions are therefore charged to turn to this ancient and venerable 
people, an instant and inquiring and active attention,—with the expecta- 
tion that sympathy in their behalf will extend throughout our Church, 
awakening every disciple to pray, and to give, for their conversion, 

One topic more and we have done, An effort was made, with earnest- 
ness beyond precedent, for diffusing the benefits of that peculiarity in 
our Church government whence we derive our name as Episcopalians, 
and which entitles us to our place among the living branches of the true 
vine. The Convention was anxious to send Bishops without delay to 
every portion of our Church’s labors—and one, accordingly, was conse- 
crated for the smallest of our Dioceses, Delaware. Another, lately in 
charge of a region less defined, was assigned to the Diocese of Louis- 
jana. And, chief among the measures proposed, was that for placing 
Texas and our Missions in Africa, each under the care of a Missionary 
Bishop. In favor of such a step, the opinion was predominant—few 
being in doubt about the desirableness of such an arrangement,—and 
most persons agreeing that, in the case at least of our neighbor republic, 
the benefits would be manifold to her citizens from giving them at 
once the Church in its integrity, and from sending out a chief shepherd 
who might strengthen the hands of her pastors, and gather the scattered 
sheep into the true fold. But, sorely to the disappointment of many, it 
was found on inquiry into our constitutional and canonical provisions, 
that legislators inthe Church had had a eye hitherto so exclusively to 
her existence within these United States, as to have left us to this day 
without the means of meeting fully this emergency. Wherefore it was 
deemed best to defer the accomplishment of this wish of our hearts, till 
at the next Convention every requisite preliminary should have been 
satisfactorily adjusted. Atthe same time, an intimation was given us 
of a probable application by an European Sovereign for the consecration 
of Bishops by our prelates in supply of the want which he feels of the 
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Apostolic Succession among his subjects. And with the view therefore 
of meeting every such case, and of enabling the heads of our Church 
to ‘commit to faithful men’’ in other lands, the treasure which is in 
their keeping in our country, sundry alterations in our existing ecclesi- 
astical laws are proposed, not unlike that to which, through the interpo- 
sition of our Mother Church of England, we are indebted for the means 
of perpetuating our own divinely constituted ministry. 

In a word, we may say of our late Convention that it presents our 
communion to its own members in the attitude of one awaking, as it 
were, to the consciousness of responsibilities and of privileges hitherto 
only partially perceived, but glorious beyond all previous imaginings. 
A pathway, it shews us, is open directly to our view, by which we may 
carry treasures of grace and knowledge to thousands, yea! millions of 
expecting souls. The means of doing so, it reminds us, are in our keep- 
ing. Nothing whatever is there to hinder us fiom giving them out freely, 
within and beyond our own country, to the most benighted, and to the 
wildest of inhabited regions. Even the kings of the earth are pressing 
forward for a share in our spiritual inheritance. Only one thing is want- 
ing—the w7ll on our part—the self-denying, soul-loving, missionary spir- 
it. The Lord grant that the recent deliberations of our Supreme Council 
may be made the occasion, through His grace, of kindling that spirit to 
a glow of fervour, till now, alas, rather longed-for than witnessed ;—buat 
which He, if we, each for himself, seek it from Him, will, as He 
surely can, light up toa flame ‘casting His bright beams” upon our 
beloved Church, that natious now in the region of the shadow of death 
may so walk in the light of the truth, as held forth by her, that they may 
with us attain at length to everlasting life, through the blood of the 


Lamb. Amen. 
—_—_Sa— 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


THE CHRISTIAN’S COMPANION, 
For all the Sunday’s and other Holy Days, throughout the year: partly origina), and 


partly selected. 
(Continued from page 236 ] 


Tue Benepictus. Luke, 2. 68. 

The Benedictus, in the morning service, is said in the Church daily, 
whereas the psalms of David, Asaph, Moses, &c., with the exception of 
a few, are only read monthly. The reasons of it, are many; and, at 
the same time, very evident; but I shall only designate two. 

First. This most excellent hymn, as a congratulation wherewith our 
Lord and Saviour was joyfully received at his entrance into the world, 
concerns us so much more than the psalms of David, as the Gospel con- 
cerns us more than the Law, and the New Testament more than the 
Old. For the one contains only prophecies of Christ to come, whereas 
the other is a plain discovery of Christ already revealed, and present. 

Secondly. This song is proper only to Christianity, whereas the 
psalms are common to the Jews, as well as to the Christians ; wherewith 
they praise God in their Synagogue, as well as we praise God in our 
Church, A Jew will sing with Asaph and David, that the Mesias of 
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the world shall come, but he cannot, he will not acknowledge with Zach- 
arias, that he is already come. So that he, that dislikes the custom of 
the Church in the use of this hymn, seems to play the Jew, which I rather 
ascribe to the lightness of his folly, than to the weight of his malice. 

This hymn is properly placed after the second lesson, ws a hymn of 
praise, to magnify God for the comfort we receive, by the sweet and 
cheering tidings of the Gospel. ‘‘ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he hath visited and redeemed his people.” 

This hymn, consists of two principal parts: The first is concerning 
Christ and his kingdom; and the second is touching John the Baptist, 
and his office, (ver. 76,) &c. 

It is very remarkable, that Zacharias who was dumb, (ver. 20,) does 
now not only speak, but he also prophesies. He was made speechless, 
because he was faithless, and believed not what the angel, who was sent 
of God, revealed unto him; but now, in believing, his lips are opened, 
and his mouth shows forth God’s praise; saying, Blessed be the Lord of 
Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his people. 

From this circumstance, let no man in bis affliction despair; for if we 
change our manners, Almighty God will alter his mind. He will not 
only restore that which was taken away, but he will also give more than 
we can expect. So he blessed the last days of Job, more than the first : 
for whereas he had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five 
hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she-asses ; the Lord afterwards 
gave him fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand 
yoke of oxen, and one thousand she-asses. In the second chapter of 
Joel, ver. 12—** Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn you even to 
me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weening, and with 
mourning:” Ver. 25—* And [ will restore to you the ears that the lo- 
cust hath eaten, the canker worm, and the caterpiller, and the palmer 
worm, my great army, which Isent among you.” Ver. 26— And ye 
shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord 
your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you.” In the 9th of Mat- 
thew, when Christ saw the faith of the man who was sick with the palsy, 
he not only cured the sores of his body, but he also healed the diseases 
of his soul. Son, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee, 

In the first part of this hymn, two points, in particular, are to be con- 
sidered: 

1. Who is to be blessed ; the Lord God of Israel. 

2. Why? first for promising, and then for performing redemption to 
the world. 

Blessed, that is, praised, as in Psalm xviii. 47, and Matthew xxiii. 29. 
So that Zacharias here remembering a great benefit, begins this hymn 
with thanks, blessed be the Lord; signifying by this, that it is our first 
and chief duty to be thankful; and to bless God, who so wonderfully 
blesses us in all the changes and chances of this mortal life; and to say 
with Job, “* The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” God be praised, and the Lord blessed, is the 
language of Israel; whereas unthankfulness is the devil’s text, and the 
blasphemies of wicked men are commentaries upon it. 

The Lord. Foras Aristotle said, praise is only virtue’s due: but none 
is good, except God. Others are to be praised in him; so far forth, as 
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tuey have received any gift or good thing from him; only the Lord is 
worthy to be praised in, and for himself. 

God of Israel. He is so called in two respects: first, in regard of his 
love towards them, as being his peculiar people, chosen out of the inclo- 
sure of the whole world. ‘For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 
thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a specia! people 
unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.” 
Deut. vii. 6, Isaiah v. 

Secondly, In regard to their service to him. He is the God of all 
others, whether they will or will not, and they must submit to his gov- 
ernment. ‘The Lord reigneth,” says Prophet, Psal. 99, ver. 1—‘‘let 
the people tremble; he sitteth between the cherubims ; let the earth be 
moved.” But Israel willingly submitted herself to serve him, and she 
did itcheerfully with all her heart. The devil is prince of the world, 
because the wicked people of the world, are ready to give place to his 
suggestions: but the Lord is God of Israel; that is, of all good men, 
because they resist not his government ; desirous daily that Ged’s king- 
dom may come, and that his will may be cone on earth as it is in heaven. 

He uses this title, God of Israel, rather than any other, in general, to 
describe the true God, and to distinguish him from the gods of the Gen- 
tiles, who were not gods, but idols. In particular this title best suited 
his occasion, because Christ the Redeemer of the world, was promised to 
the Jews, to Abraham and his seed forever: and therefore blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel. 

And why? First, for promising ; and then, for performing his prom- 
ise. 

The promises of God, touching the Mesias, are two-fold. 

1. Made by himself, to Adam, to Abraham, and to Isaac, ver. 72, 73. 

2. Made by his servants; “As he spake dy the mouth of his holy 
Prophets, which have been siuce the world began.” Ver. 70. 

He spake, that is, God. The prophet is but the voice ; God himself 
is the speaker, as John Baptist said, John i, 23—** I am the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness.” 

By the mouth. Zacharias here speaks in the singular number; for 
though there were many that prophesied, yet they spake but one thing, 
and from one spirit, as it were with one mouth, 

Which have been since the world began. For all the Prophets have 
foretold of these days. In what istermed Christ’s transfiguration, Moses 
and Elias are said to talk with him; signifying hereby, that the law, 
and the prophets, and the gospel, all agree in one. And therefore Pe- 
ter was: unwise, when he would have made three tabernacles for one. 

Of his holy Prophets. They were holy by the place or office they 
held; being separated from the profane and vulgar part of mankind, 
and consecrated to this high and noble calling. They were also holy 
through grace ; for being hallowed and elected to their office, they spake 
by the Holy Ghost; being endued also with gifts of sanctification ; 
insomuch that prophets, and holy men, are convertable terms, as we may 
observe in the Old Testament, (Gen. xx. 7)—‘* He is a prophet, and he 
shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live.” And in the New Testament, 
it is said “‘ there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, that 
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a great prophet is risen up among us: and that God hath visited his peo- 
ple.” (Johnix. 17)—“ He said, he is a prophet.” 

This may teach the prophets in our time, to be walking Sermons, 
Epistles and Gospels, in all their carriage and behaviour towards the 
people. He preaches most, that lives best. 

It is said of John the Baptist by Maldonat, that though he wrought no 
miracles, yet he was himself amiracle. So a good man always preaches, 
though he never enters the pulpit. Whereas such a minister, as is no 
where a minister but in the Church, is like Achitoychal, who sets his 
house in order, and then hanged himself. The word preached, is Aa- 
ron’s rod ; in the preacher’s hand, it is comely; but if he casts it from 
him, it will perhaps prove aserpent. That which God hath joined to- 
gether, let no man put asunder, for instance, such as holiness and 
prophecy. ‘“*O Lerd, endue thy Ministers with righteousness, and make 
thy chosen people joyful.” 

As God is merciful in making, so is he faithful in keeping his prom- 
ise: for ** he hath visited and redeemed his people.” 

He has visited them in mercy, not in judgment. And if Christ visited 
us in his own person, let us visit him in his numbers. All of us are his 
stewards, and the good things he has lent us, are not our own, but his; 
and he is the best Christian, that is the most forward in helping his 
brethren with such gifts, as God has bestowed upon him. 

The whole world, says St. John, lieth in wickedness, which is spiritual 
sickness, the sickness of the soul; Christ the great physician of the 
world, therefore came to visit us in this extremity: We did not send for 
him; he came of his love to seek, and to save that which was lost. It 
is a great kindness for one neighbor to visit another in sickness, but a 
greater kindness to watch and pray with the comfortless and mourning 
sinner; yet the greatest comfort of all’ is to help him. Even so, 
and much more than so, Christ loved the world ; he came not only to see 
it, but to save it; not only to live among men, but also to die for them: 
as he came to visit, so he came to redeem mankind. The Lord endured 
the cross, that the servant might enjoy the crown; the Captain descend- 
ed into hell, that the soldier might ascend to heaven; the Physician died, 
that the patient might live. St. Paul says, ‘he died for our sins, and 
rose again for our justification,’ (Rom. iv. 25.) That is, he died to re- 
move from us all that which was evil, and rose again to give us all that 
which was good. All is comprehended in the word redeem: which im- 
plies, that we are delivered from the hands of all our enemies, and they 
are principally four; the world, the flesh, the devil, and death. 

Christ overcame the world on earth, the flesh on the cross, the devil 
in hell, and in the grave: Now being the head of the Church, and her 
husband, he took her dowry, which was sin, for ske had nothing else of 
her own, and endowed her with all his goods. “I am my beloved’s, 
and my beloved is mine,” (Cant. vi. 3.) So that Christ was born for us, 
and lived for us, and died for us, and rose again for us; and therefore, 
though the devil, the world, the flesh, and death should cry against us, 
they shall not prevail; for the voice of Christ is, I will ease you, L will 
comfort you, I will visit, and redeem you. (See the Gospel for What- 
Sunday.) 
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He hath visited and redeemed his people. His people the Jews, as be- 
ing sent to them first, and principally ; whom he visited in his own per- 
son; whereas all other parts of the fworld were visited by disciples 
commissioned by him. I say first, he visited his people, in his own 
person; and afterwards he visited others by is disciples, for they also 
became his people. In him, we are all one: ** There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female : 
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus,” says St. Paul. (Gal. iii. 28.) 

St. Augustive justly observes, that * the believing Gentiles are more 
Israel, than Israel itself;”? for Jews are the children of Abraham accor- 
ding to the flesh only, but we are the children of Abraham after the 
spirit: They are the suns of Abraham who do the works of Abraham. 
But what was Abraham’s chief work? The sacred Scripture tells us, 
“ Abraham believed, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness.” 
So that as St. Paul concludes, * al] believers are true Israelites, Abra- 
ham’s seed, and heirs according to promise.” (Gal. iii. 29.) 

But shall we sin because grace abounds? God forbid. He hath deliv- 
ered us from the hand of all that hate us, that we might serve him without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life, without fear of 
our enemies, but not without the fear of the Lord. Behaving ourselves 
in the present world religiously towards God, righteously towards our 
neighbor, and soberly towards ourselves. (See Tit. ii. 12.) 

Let us now examine the five points currectly ; namely, 


1. Who redeemed us? The Lord God of Israel ; the Maker of all 


things. 
2. Whom did he redeem? Such as sat in darkness, and in the shadow 


of death. 

3. From what did he redeemus? From the hands of all our enemies. 

4. With what did he redeem us? With his own most precious blood ; 
7m least drop of which had been of infinite merit, 

. For what did he redeem us? From sin. That we, being deliver- 
ae out of the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life. 

Let us consider these points, and not suffer ourselves to think, that 
this hymn is too often used in our public worship, but let us daily sing 
with good oli Zacharias, blessed be the Lord God of Israel; and say 
with David, what shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward 
me? Iwill take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord; IT will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his 
people.” We owe our bodies, our souls, and ourselves, to God, for cre- 
ating us, yea, and more than ourselves for redeeming us. 

Concerning John Baptist and his office, which is the second general 

art of this excellent song of praise ; | must refer my reader to the ex- 
position of the Gospel for the third and fourth Sunday in Advent. 
(To be continued.) 


——t 
Pe Al 


———— aS 


Early Piety and Aged Contrasted— That is “ the morning heaviness 
and the morning vigor—this is: the evening’s solemn and chastened 


splendor.—S. S. Visitor. 
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A PASTOR’S LETTER. 

It is not often that we have it in our power to place on our pages, a 
letter more interesting, and better adapted to effect its purpose than the 
following which has recently been circulated. A like arrangement in 
in all our Churches as to the Sacrament of Baptism, we doubt not, would 
be beneficial. 


To the Congregation of St. Michael’s Church: 


BRETHREN, BELOVED IN THE Lorp :—In the affairs of our Church, I 
am slow to suggest changes, and principled against all innovations ;— 
but I do desire to return to the usages of our forefathers, and the cus- 
toms of the primitive and universal Church. 

Hence, I have long wished that the Sacrament of Baptism were re- 
stored to its ancient place and mode of administration—/rom a Font, at 
the door of the Church; and | am happy to observe, that the arrange- 
meutin our place of worship is a plain indication that such was the 
design of those who have preceded us. 

Your Ministers propose, therefore, to carry out that design, by bap- 
tizing thus, their own children, and those of any who may agree with 
them in the view now expressed. If others prefer the comparatively 
recent habit of baptizing from a small bow] placed on the Communion 
table, we shall not, under existing circumstances, refuse: only I take 
this occasion to say, that in none of our sister Churches in this city, is 
there any such practice. Neither is it according to the Rubrics of our 
own baptismal service, throughout which, you will find, mention is made 
of ** the Font’”—the Sponsors, it is said, must be “ready at the Font”— 
the Minister must “ stand at the Font ;” and it must be large enough for 
him to ‘‘ dip the child in the water,” if desired, 

All this is in exact agreement with the provisions of the Church in 
every age. “ Fonts,” says one in high repute among our writers, ** were 
at first built zear the Church—then in the Church porch, and afterwards 
placed zn the Church itself, but still keeping the lower end to imitate that 
baptism is the entrance into the mystical Church. In the primitime times 
we meet with them very large and capacious—(See Wheatly on the 
Common Prayer, chap. vii. § 3.) Thesame is the testimony of sundry 
other standard writers, references to some of whom are given below.* 

The use of “ basons” is expressly contrary” to an ancient regulation 
of the English Church, (see Cardwell’s Documentary Annals, vol, 1, D. 
292,) and is forbidden by Canon XVIII. of said Church; and in that 
Church the use of Fonts, at the doors, prevailed till lately, and probably 
is general to this day; as was the case in St. Philip’s Church, if not in 
our Congregation, within the recollection of some only recently de- 
ceased. 

Sustained, then, by precedents so near and recent, so general and an- 
cient, and by the opinion of our own Bishop, (with whose concurrence I 
am now acting,) I feel persuaded that in a matter which confessedly 


*See Bishop Sparrow’s Rationale, p. 192; Cave’s Primitive Christianity, part 
chap. 10, p. 312; Bingham’s Antiquities, B, viii. ch. vii. § 1, and 2. 
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comes within the range of my official responsibilities, you will acquiesce 
in the propriety of the course to be pursued in the present instance ; 
especially since the one adopted by my predecessor, in removing the 
Fount to the chancel, has been reversed by the Vestry, in compliance 
with remonstrances from Members of the Congregation—thus leaving 
me no alternative but that of going against the rubric, or else baptizing 
where the Font now stands. 

I fain would hope that on reflection you will agree with me, not only 
that in the case of my own child I am constrained to act as proposed, but 
that so it should be in every case. Yet as I am not unaware of the 
sensitiveness (commendable, if reasonable) wherewith many regard a 
departure from the routine of observances, which, though not original 
nor universal, may be the only ones that they are familiar with; 1 have 
deemed it advisable to give you this brief sketch of my reasons for 
what I am about to do, and for what I hereby advise, but do not insist 
that all of us shuuld do, viz: that instead of our unseemly and _ isolated 
practice of assigning to baptism no appropriate symbol, and of making 
it a mere appendage to the other sacrament, we restore it to its proper 
place, and render its administration, once more, emblematic of its de- 
sign, viz: the admission of the baptized person, through the door, into 
the sacred fuld of the Church of Christ. 

Nor, lastly, can I refrain from expressing the conviction that these 
outward signs, instead of leading you to think less of the inward grace 
of this sacrament, will, through the blessing of God on our other teach- 
ings, aid you in seeing into and feeling its spiritual excellence, the qual- 
ifications for its saving reception, and the privileges and duties of all 
who bave been given up, or have given others, thus to their only Sa- 
viour. Very affectionately, in pastoral faithfulness, 


Nov. 13, 1841. PAUL TRAPIER. 





CIRCULAR FROM TRINITY CHURCH, COLUMBIA. 


It affords us pleasure to place this Circular before our readers, and to 


commend it to their benevolent attention. 
Columbia, S. C. June, 1841. 


The Congregation of Trinity Church, Columbia, are desirous of 
erecting a new Temple for the worship of Gop, on or near the site of 
their present Church. This measure is not only prompted by the in- 
commoediousness of the building in which they now meet for the public 
exercises of religion, but has become necessary, on account of their ina- 
bility to meet the applications for pews, which, of late, have been 
frequently made. The want of an edifice which would be more suitable 
than the one they now have, to the honor due to the Almighty—more 
convenient to those who shall assemble in it, for prayer and praise— 
more adequate to supply the demand for accommodation already exist- 
ing, or which may arise from any future condition of prosperity in the 
Church—has been long felt. Butthe incompetency of the congregation 
to raise, from among themselves, the requisite amount of funds for the 
undertaking, and the fear that the pecuniary embarrassments, every 
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where prevailing, would operate against their procuring assistance from 
others, have, hitherto, prevented them from taking any steps in the mat- 
ter. The necessity, however, which presses upon them to commence 
the work, has caused them, no longer, to defer it, and they have resclv- 
ed, therefore, at once to engage in efforts for its accomplishment. But 
to succeed in these, they are compelled, to some extent, to look abroad 
for aid. | 

From the best information they can obtain, they find they cannot con- 
struct such a building as they desire and need, at a less cost than 
$25,000 ; two-thirds, at least, of which sum they expect to contribute 
themselves. To make up the deficiency they have no alternative: but to 
appeal to the generosity of other congregations. ‘They are unwilling 
to make application for the object, to indiduals of denominations differ- 
ing from their own, at all events, until after they shall have used every 
exertion to avoid such a measure. Not that they would be unthankful 
for help from any quarter, but, as the work is designed for their peculiar 
benefit, as Episcopalians, and also, for the welfare of the Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese, they conceive it to be most proper that resort 
should be had, in the first instance, to those who are of the same faith, 
and whose mode of worship corresponds with their own. They, there- 
fore, earnestly solicit from such persons a portion of the worldly means 
wherewith God has blessed them, to advance the enterprise in question— 
an enterprise which it is hoped will be considered as deserving of their 
liberality, and one from which they may anticipate the most cheering 
reward for their benevolence, in the good that will result from it, to the 
Church at large, and in the consciousness of having done what they 
could, for ** the house of God and the offices thereof.” 

The importance of Columbia, as a position for the Church, adds not a 
little force to the present appeal. The central relationship it bears to 
the other parts of the State —its being the seat of Governmeut—the lo- 
cation of the South-Carolina College, and the probable termination of 
the Rail-Road, combine to give it a character of no ordinary interest 
and consequence. As, besides, there are not more than two or three 
Episcopal Churches between this and the upper extremity of the State, 
it may be reasonably hoped that the Church here will, ere long, exercise 
an extensive influence over a large and destitute portion of the Diocese, 
and by the blessing of God, be made the instrument of planting our 
beloved Zion where it is now comparatively unknown, and of thus 
“ lengthening the cords and strengthening the stakes of Christ’s spiri- 
tual kingdom,” within our borders. 

The subject is commended to the prayers, the sympathies, and the 
encouragement of all to whom it may be presented. 


~> a 
— Ja — 


‘T allow that each State ought to have one Bishop of its own by Di- 
vine right; which 1 show from St. Paul, saying, “ for this cause left L 
thee in Crete.”* ’"— Luther. 


‘I would to God it lay in me to restore the government, of Bishops. 
For I see what manner of Church we shall have, the ecclesiastical polity 
being destroyed. I do see that hereafter will grow up in the Church @ 
Sreater tyranny than there ever was before.’—JMelancthon. 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Treatise on the Church of Christ: designed chiefly for the use of 
Students in Theology. By the Rev. Wm. Palmer, M. A., of Worcester 
College, Oxford. With a Preface and Notes by the Rt. Rev. W. R. 
Whittingham, D. D., Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
Diocese of Maryland. From the second London Edition, 2 vols., 8vo. 
New-York, D. Appleton & Co.*—This work is by the author of the 
learned ‘* Origines Liturgi@,” a work which threw more light upon our 
invaluable Prayer Book, than any thing which has been published for a 
century past; and alsoof that delightful little compend of Church His- 
tory, so full of instruction and interest to the young and the unlearned, 
and indeed refreshing to the most learned in Church History. 

The work before us defines what the Church is, treats of its perpetuity, 
of salvation in the Church only, of the notes or marks which distinguish 
it, of its visibility, of its unity in respect to communion and faith, of its 
sanctity, universality, and apostolicity. It speaks learnedly, aid with 
just discrimination of the Oriental Churches, the British Churches, and 
those of the Roman obedience, It discusses, on sound principles, im- 
portant questions relating to the Lutherans, Zuinglians and Calvinists, to 
Dissenters, and to the Nestorians and Monopysites. Part of the first 
volume is also devoted to a consideration of the Anglican Reformation. 

The second volume treats of the important, and now much controvert- 
ed subject of Scripture and tradition, of the authority of the Church in 
matters of faith and discipline, of the relations of Church and state, of 
the sacred ministry in its three orders, including the sulject of ordina- 
tion in general, and refutes the claim of the Roman Pontiff to universal 
jurisdiction. 

This brief account of such, so many, and so great subjects, treated by 
such a hand as that of Palmer, and revised by Bishop Whittingham, than 
whom no one on this side of the Atlantic is more competent, is suffi- 
cient to show, that it is a work, worthy of study not only by Students in 
Divinity, as its title page modestly indicates, but by our best informed 
Divines. These are subjects of which it not only betrays inexcusable indo- 
lence, to remain in ignorance, but which are daily becoming more and 
more necessary to the Pastor of any portion of Christ’s flock, who will 
contend successfully against Romish usurpations on the one hand, and 
the multiplied variations and ever increasing novelties of Sectarianism 
on the other. 

As a specimen of this great and valuable work, we extract the follow- 
ing :— 

The British Churches are holy.—Their doctrine is calculated to pro- 
mote holiness, and its fruits are abundantly manifested. The necessity 
of holiness, in order to salvation, is maintained firmly by these Churches : 
it forms a portion of their creed. They profess, that ‘* all men shall rise 
again with their bodies ; and shall give account for ther own works. And 
they that have done good, shall go into life everlasteng ; and they that 


* Although this book was noticed in our last number, we gladly insert this from a 
valued correspondent. 
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have done evil, into everlasting fire.” It is impossible to express more 
strongly the necessity of sanctification, and this too in the very creed of 
the Church, which she proposes to all her members to be ‘ thoroughly 
received and believed ;” and which is continually repeated in her public 
service, that they may give testimony of this belief and reception, by 


joining heartily in so holy aconfession. Hence it is absurd to pretend 


that the Church of England dispenses with holiness in her members. 
Her articles indeed declare, that we are justified or accounted righteous 
before God, ‘ not for our own works and deservings,”’ but for the merit 
of Christ and by means of faith; but it is a lively faith which is neces- 
sarily productive of good works, as the same article intimates. In {act, 
so careful is the Church of England to urge the necessity of holiness, 
that she does not admit any new member to her communion without ex- 
acting from him, or his sponsors in bis name, a solemn vow or promise 
“ to renounce the devil and all his works, the vain pomp and glory of 
the world, with all covetous desires of the same, and the carnal desires 
of the flesh, so that he will not follow nor be led by them ;”’ and another 
solemn promise, ‘‘ obediently to keep God’s commandments, and walk 
in the same all the days of his life.” The Church of England only 
admits members to her communion, under a vow of holiness; and she 
requires them afterwards, at confirmation, to renew in the presence of 
God and the Church, that solemn vow made at baptism; and to ae- 
knowledge themselves ‘* bound to believe and do accordingly.” She 
forbids sinners to approach the holy table, and if their sins are notori- 
ous, commands her ministers to repel them fromit. Her prayers, her 
hymns, all her services, breathe a horror of sin, and an ardent desire 
for spiritual holiness and perfection. But it is needless to dwell on 
further particular proofs of the sanctity of our doctrine, for there can- 
not be a doubt of it after what has been alleged. 

** And as this has always been the doctrine of our Churches from the 
time of the Apostles, so they have in every age been the fruitful parents 
of saints and holy men. ‘The stream of ages carried in its course the 
names of martyrs, and saints, and holy missionaries, who derived their 
Christianity from our Catholic Churches. In the third century Alban 
was our proto-martyr. In the following ages Palladius, Patrick, David, 
Augustine, Columba, Birinus, Chad, Swithin, Colman, Cuthbert, Co- 
lumbanus, venerable Bede, King Edward the confessor, Alphege, Odo, 
Anselm, Osmund, and others innumerable, carried on the line of sancti- 
ty in our Church. In later ages, Hugh of Lincoln, Richard of Chices- 
ter, Groteste, Hampole, Ockham, Hooker, Andrewes, Usher, Hammond, 
Leighton, Sanderson, Beveridge, Kenn, Wilson, carried on the succes- 
sion of Christian sanctity. From these Churches have proceeded many 
eminent and holy missionaries in different ages. Columbanus preached 
in France and Germany. Gallus converted Switzerland. Kilianus 
went from us to convert the Franks; Willibrod to preach to the Batavi- 
ans, Frieslanders and Danes; Winfrid, or Boniface, to Germany, where 
he founded extensive Churches, Lebuin we sent to Saxony and Fries- 
land, Guthebald to Norway, and Sigfrid to Sweden. Nor has the mis- 
sionary spirit of our Churches failed to show itself at various later times, 
in establishing missions for the conversion of the Indians of North 
America, the Negroes, the idolaters of Hindostan, China, &c.; and 
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many holy and devoted servants of Christ have spent their lives in la- 
boring to eularge the kingdom of Christ, even to the present day. ‘Thus 
it is evident that our Churches have al] the marks of sanctity which can 
be expected in any part of the Catholic Church ; and without making 
invidious comparisons, it is pretty clear that the tone of public morality 
and zeal for Christianity, is at least not inferior amongst us to that of 
any other part of the Chutch. In what country do we behold more nu- 
merous institutions for those who are in sickness and in poverty? And 
where does the cry of famishing or persecuted humanity meet with a 
more abundant and charitable relief? Finally, in what portion of the 
Church are holier efforts made by religious men to provide spiritual in- 
struction and consolation for the scattered sheep of Christ? It is the 
Church of England which has fixed the tone of public morality amongst 
us. It is the wealth, the charity of her children, who constitute the vast 
majority of our population, and the whole of our higher classes, which 
has been so beneficently distributed. The reception which the Bishops 
and Clergy of the old Gallican Church, exiled for their conscientious 
refusal to submit to the dictation of an infidel Convention ; the liberali- 
ty, and still more the generous sympathy which they experienced from 
the Clergy, the universities, the Laity of our Church, ought to have se- 
cured from the taunts and calumnies of Romanists, a religion which 
could inspire all the sentiments and actions of genuine charity. 

“ The British Churches are Catholic—Of course we do not pretend 
that our particular Churches constitute the whole Church of Christ. We 
believe that the Catholic Church exists in all parts of the world; and 
therefore it is absurd to ask us to prove that the Church of England is 
universal. It is sutlcient if we are able to point out exactly those 
Churches in all nations which we acknowledge to be parts of the one 
Catholic Church. This we are perfectly willing and able to do: and as 
we have never separated ourselves from those Churches in faith or com- 
munion, so have they never passed any sentence of condemnation against 
us. Oar communion is interrupted by accidental circumstances, mis- 
understandings, faults, &c., which do not, strictly speaking, involve 
either party in schism or heresy. This at least i is our assertion, and in 
order to prove it false, our adversaries must resort to a long discussion 
of facts and principles. 

“ Our Churches are Catholic, because they acknowledge the Catholic 
Church, respect its authority, receive its faith, and have never been di- 
vided fsom it. Thus they have all the qualities of Catholicity which 
particular Churches can have. The Gallican Church cannot have more, 
nor the Greek, nor the Russian, nor the Spanish. None of these Churches 
are in themselves universal ; they are all parts of the Catholic Church ; 
and so alsoare our Churches. In fine, we use the name of Catholic as 
appropriate to our Churches, while we give other titles to the various de- 
nominations which have separated from us; as Independents, Quakers, 
Swedenborgians, Baptists, Romanists or Papists, Huntingdonians, 
Methodists, Socinians, Unitarians, &c. None of these communities 
disputo with us the possession of this name except Romanists; and their 
impudent pertinacity in the assumption of it, induces sometimes the ig- 
norant or the indifferent to countenance their claim in some degree ; but 
all who are sufficiently informed do not recognize them under this ap- 
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pellation, because they know not any other Catholics in these countries 
except the members of our Apostolical Churches.” 
BERKLEY. 


The Early English Church, by Edward Churton, M. A. ; with a 
preface by Bishop Ives, from the 2d London Edition. N. York, 1842.— 
This very interesting work, on a period of history, which of late has 
excited the particular attention not of the members of the Church of 
England, and of her sister, or we might say daughter, Church in Ameri- 
ca, only, but of the Romanist and Puritan also, has been deemed worthy 
of a reprint in this country, and of some introductory remarks on the 
part of one of our Bishops. We are in hopes one of our correspondents 
will introduce to our readers some of its most important passages, and 
a recommendation, as we think he cannot fail to do. In the mean time 
we invite attention to this extract:—“ Inthe time of the Emperor Con- 
stantine, whose reign shortly followed, the Christians in Britain were in the 
peaceful enjoyment of their Churches and religion flourished. Constan- 
tine himself was a native of this Island, the son of St. Helena, a British 
lady; and he seems to have honored the British Bishops, who were sent 
for to attend at Councils, held by his authority at different places, for 
the settling of order and promoting thetrue faith. There were Bishops 
from Britain, whose names are recorded, asthe Council of Arles, in 
France, A. D. 314. They seem also to have been at Nice, or Nicea, in 
Asia, at the great Council held there, A. D. 325, where the excellent 
Creed, since called the Nicene Creed, was received, as the historians 
tells us, ‘with the unanimous consent of the Churches of Italy, Africa, 
Egypt, Spain, France, and Britain, and in the Asiatic Dioceses.” And 
among other good laws for the ordering of the Church, it was determin- 
ed both at Nice and at Arles, that no Bishop should be constituted with- 
out the consent of all the Bishops of his Province, and that three Bishops 
should be present at his Consecration ; a law which is still observed in 
the Church of England, at this time. From this it would appear, that 
the Church of Britain was, like all other Christian Churches, from the 
first under the government of Bishops, and that these Bishops, in differ- 
ent Provinces, were subject to a Patriarch or Arch-Bishop. There 
were at this period three Roman Provinces in Britain; one, which in- 
cluded the Southern Counties of England, a second, which took in most 
of the midland, and some of the Northern Counties ; and a third, which 
consisted of Wales and part of England bordering on Wales. In each 
of these Provinces were Bishops, who seem to have been under an 
Arch-Bishop, respectively of London, York and Caer-Leon on Usk. 
This was the common order of Church government at the first settlement 
of Christianity throughout the world. There was no Church, as Bishop 
Stillingfleet well observes, ‘‘founded by the Apostles, which has not a suc- 
cession of Bishops from them too.” And these were in all the Provinces, 
subject to a primate of their own number, who was to confirm them in 
their different sees, to call together Councils of Bishops and Clergy, and 
to hear appeals that might be made to him from the subordinate Bishops. 
Thus, the Bishop of Rome was, at this period, Patriarch of the middle 
part of Italy; the Bishop of Milan of the Northern part; and the Bish- 
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op of Jerusalem, Antioch, and Alexandria had the same authority in 
some of the Eastern Provinces. There was no Bishop, whether at 
Rome or elsewhere, who at this period pretended to any authority be- 
yond his own Province.”’ 

The Constitution and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. The whole being chronologically arranged with notes and 
remarks, Historical and explanatory, and reports of such cases as have 
arisen and been decided under the Canons. By Francis L. Hawks, D. D. 
New-York. Swords, Stanford § Co. pp. 410, 12mo.—The introduction 
to the work is as follows :— 

‘Tn presenting to his brethren the present volume, the author deems it 
necessary to prefix to it a few explanatory remarks. The book forms 
ove of the series originally contemplated by the writer, when he under- 
took the task of preparing a history of the several Dioceses of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United States. It was his purpose, 
however, to have delayed the appearance of this volume, until he should 
have given to the Church the narrative of each Diocese. It was his 
design, when that was accomplished, to complete his work by a volume 
or two, embracing such topics of general interest as belonged exclusive- 
ly to no single Diocese, but wasinteresting and important to all. Under 
this head, a work on the Constitution and Canons, and on the general 
institutions of the Church, such as the General Missionary Society, the 
General Theological Seminary, the Sunday School Union, the history 
of the American Prayer Book, the efforts to obtain the Episcopate be- 
fore the Revolution, etc. etc., would properly fall. 

‘‘ The cause of the present appearance of this work is to be found in 
the request of many of the Clergy, including several of the Bishops of 
the Church. They were pleased to say that the information it contains 
was much needed among us; and as each of the author’s proposed vol- 
umes will form, in fact, a distinct work, the harmony of his plan, as they 
truly alleged, would not be interrupted by the immediate publication of 
this book. To these representations and requests, the author yielded, 
and now offers tothe Church, what the reader will perceive is in trath, 
one of the last volumes of the contemplated series. The intermediate 
volumes are in progress, and should life be continued to the writer, will, 
from time to time, be published, with as little delay as is consistent with 
laborious research, and the desire to secure accuracy of narrative, The 
task, it is obvious, is not one to be performed in a day.” 
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SELECTIONS. 


THE LAST DAYS OF BISHOP MOORE. 
From Rev: Mr. Norwood’s Sketch. 


To crown so lovely a life, God awarded him a death such as is grant- 
ed to but few of his ministers, He enjoyed all the real blessing of life 
to the last, with unusual physical strength, and mental faculties but little 
impaired, except his memory. He continued his duties even to the end, 














1842. The Last Days of Bishop Moore. $09 


Two days only before the last visitation on which he died, he officiated 
and preached ata funeral. His address was extempore, and such was 
his energy, animation and fervor, and such the influence of his exhorta- 
tion, that an old Christian of another Christian Society, said “ surely 
this must be his last message to Richmond.’’ It was so; two days after, 
he obeyed the call of duty, and commenced, in his 80th year, a journey 
of 150 miles to Lynchburg, to perform Episcopal functions. He arrived 
in Lynchburg, on Thursday, 5th of November. On Friday, he attend- 
ed divine service in the forenoon—in the afternoon he met at the Rec- 
tor’s house the candidates for confirmation, and made them a very 
admirable address on the qualifications for that holy rite—in the evening 
he attended divine service again, and after a sermon by one of his pres- 
byters, he made an address, which is represented to have been charac- 
terized by pathos, animation and energy in the highest degree. Eyes 
that seldom wept were suffused with tears, and some of the most har- 
dened in impenitency were softened, when the old and venerable 
servant of God, in tenderest accents, and with outstretched and trembling 
hands, and fervent love, heralded for the last time the good tidings of 
the Gospel, and entreated them in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to 
God. That night after a day spent so usefully in his sacred office, and 
only about three hours after his voice had proclaimed in the Temple of 
God the gracious invitations of his beloved Saviour, the fatal shaft pier- 
ced him which no skill could extract. Feeling unwell a little after 
midnight, he arose to call for help, but his strength failing him, he fell 
on the floor, and lay there helpless for some time before his returning 
strength enabled him to make himself heard. When raised and placed 
on his bed, he was found to be laboring under a violent attack of pneu- 
monia. He lived for five days, suffering but very little pain, and during 
most of the time none. Generally he was in a profound stupor, but 
occasionally he roused up, and his eyes and countenance would for 
a little while resume their usual intelligent and benevolent expression. 
When thus himself, he was resigned, calm, full of peace and hope, and 
free from all fear. When asked whether there was nothing to be done 
in reference to his temporal affairs, he said no, that every thing had 
been attended to—that nothing remained but to bid the Rev. Mr. Atkin- 
son to bear his love to his dear children. When told (by Mr. Atkinson, 
at whose house he died, and who, with his wife, were son and daughter 
to him in the absence of his own children) that death was at hand, he 
said, ‘“‘It is well—I trust | am prepared either for this world, or the 
next.” On Thursday, at about half past 1, A. M., after hours of entire 
freedom from pain, and in the gentlest and most peaceful manner, with- 
out a struggle or a groan, this good man fell asleep in Jesus, and now, 
we believe, is in the society of the Patriarchs and Apostles, in a world 
of blessedness. 

Laboring to the last, in the midst of his duties, and zealously doing 
his Master’s work, this old and faithful soldier of Christ fell with his 
armor on, and brightly burnished with recent use. Well may the Apos- 
tle’s language be applied to him: “I have fought a good fight; I have 
finished my course; I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of rightecusness. 
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The circumstance attending Bishop Moore’s death, render the fol- 
lowing lines of Montgomery remarkably appropriate : 


“ Servant of God! well done ; 
Rest from thy loved employ ; 
The battle fought; the victory won, 
Enter thy Master’s joy” 
The voice at midnight came ; 
He started up to hear; 
A mortal arrow pierced his frame ; 
He fell—but felt no fear. 
Tranquil amidst alarms, 
It found him in the field, 
A veteran, slumbering on his arms, 
Beneath his red cross shield; 
His sword was in his hand, 
Stull warm with recent fight ; 
Ready that moment, at command, 
Through rock and steel to smite. 
Soldier of Christ! well done; 
Praise be thy new employ ; 
And while eternal ages run, 
Rest in thy Saviour’s joy.” 


5 — 


FAMILY WORSHIP. 
From a Letter of Bishop Meade. 


I will notice the symptoms of piety which manifested themselves in 
the families, in England, Scotland, and Ireland where I experienced 
such Christian kindness as will never be forgotten. I believe it will be 
allowed by all, that the conduct of households as to religion is one of the 
best tests of the general condition of religion in a Church or congrega- 
gation. Inthe households of which | speak there was much to gratify 
the heart of the Christian, and some particulars, which I could wish to 
see more prevalent among us. Beside that general spirit of subordina- 
tion and quiet submission, on the part of children and servants, which 
all agree, distinguish families in that country, there were certain things, 
in the daily worship of the family, eminently calculated to promote true 
piety. In all of those to which I allude (more than twenty in number, 
some of the clergy, others of the laity,) family worship was conducted 
with an order, and fulness, which seemed to show, that it was a duty of 
such importance, that it must not be hurried over, or neglected in any 
of its parts. The servants, (who on account of the cheapness of the 
wages are numerous in proportion to the size of the families,) were al- 
ways called in morning and evening, and they as well as the children, 
had each a bible, and hymn book, copies of which are carried round to 
each visitor, as we read was always the case in Mr. Wilberforce’s family. 
The exercises always commence with singing, which as being an act of 
worship, is conducted standing, a posture less likely to subject the per- 
formers especially the younger ones to sleepiness and weariness. And 
here let me mention, that in almost every one of these houses there was 
a piano, and some member accustomed to use it in the worship of God. 
There appeared to be a perfect readiness in finding a suitable tune to 
whatever hymn was given out, and the hymns in use there are very va- 
rious. Icould not but often, and with sadness, think, while listening to 
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such an hallowed use of instrumental music, how little of it is heard in 
families of our state, how little is done in the schools to prepare our 
daughters for this highest exercise of the musical talent. I pray God, 
to make this remark, a word in season. My brethren, in the ministry 
and the families under their charge, know how often I have mourned 
over this deficiency, and mourned in vain. In the families, of which I 
am speaking, the singing being over, the reading of the scriptures suc- 
ceed, when each one present opens tothe portion selected, and with the 
eye follows the reader. In some families the verses are read in succes- 
sion by all present, the servants not excluded. Who does not perceive 
the advantage gained by this, in fixing eyes that might otherwise wan- 
der, and attention that might otherwise be lost in sleep, or on some 
foreign subject? How much less of weariness would there be, if such 
a method were always adopted. But there is another reason why it is 
so desirable for each one to possess a bible for reference worthy of 
being mentioned. It is the custom of expounding scripture; by a few 
explanatory or connecting remarks, or words of exhortation, which it is 
believed is practised by many of the pious laymen for the benefit of 
their children and servants, but which is more especially expected of 
the ministers when performing service in private families. In no in- 
stance was I called upon in any family whether of minister or layman, 
to conduct the devotions without such an intimation, as shewed that it 
was an exercise always expected, and this not merely when tarrying alk 
night with the family, but when spending a few hours of the evening 
with some pious friends who did not separate without prayer and the 
word of God. Who does not see the excellent effect of this habit in 
making the minister and the heads of families study the meaning of 
God’s word before-hand, in order to some brief explanation or applica- 
tion of it, aud then when reading it, to be attentive to the same in order 
to the explanation, and also in making the different members of the 
family attentive in order to receive the explanation. Let there be no 
bibles in the hand, and no call upon them to attend to the meaning of 
the word, what a temptation to inattention, weariness, and sleep. A 
service of this kind of ten minutes, how much longer than one of twen-, \ 
ty on the former plan. f Our family worship certainly needs reforma- 
tion. If it be said, that'n our southern country the servants are unable 
to read, then the greater is the need of a most careful selection of suita- 
ble scriptures to be read to them, and of some plain explanation by the 
master or minister, with a view to fix their attention ; and as to our chil- 
dren and others present who can read, surely every help to attention 
and right understanding of scripture should be afforded them. I had the 
satisfaction of hearing the good Bishop of Chester read the third chap- 
ter of St. John’s Gospel, and according to his custom, at morning fam~ 
ily prayer, expound it in the most simple, familiar manner to his 
household of servants and several visitors. This his custom, has well 
qualified him for those excellent Family Expositions of different portions 
of the Bible, which he has from time to time, given to the Christian world. / / 





“* Some hold (says the British Critic,) not the right of private judgment, 


but the private right of judgment, in other words, their own private 
right, and no one’s else.” 
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RESIGNATION OF THE REV. MR. MARSHALL OF THE TOLBOOTH 
KIRK. 


The monthly meeting of the Presbytery took place on Wednesday, 
when the Moderator said that a letter had been put into his hands of a 
very painful nature, as follows :— 


“Edinburgh, 29th Sept., 1841. 


Reverend and Dear Sir,—My confidence in the form of Church 
Government established in this country having by recent events been 
very much shaken, I have felt it incumbent on me solemnly to re-consid- 
er its nature and Scriptural foundation, and the result of this investiga- 
tion has been a conviction at variance with the vow I took at ordination, 
“ That the Presbyterian government and discipline of this Church are 
founded on the word of God, and agreeable thereto, and to the utmost 
of my power [ will maintain, support, and defend, the said discipline 
an:l Presbyterian government during all the days of my life.” 

Episcopal government I believe not only to be expedient, but, being 
coeval with Apostolic times to have had the sanction of those who are 
divinely authorized to plant and model the Christian Church. 

With such sentiments, 1 cannot remain any longer a minister of the 
Church of Scotland ; and though in the prospect of leaving a Church of 
which [ have been a minister for more than twenty years, of separating 
from a congregation to which I am tenderly attached, and of casting 
myself and my family on the Providence of God, I feel deeply affected, 
and have endured a conflict of mind that has done considerable injury 
to my health, still integrity and truth compel me to make the sacrifice ; 
and though I know, Sir, that you and my brethren of the Presbytery will 
disapprove of the step I have taken, yet I trust you will believe I have 
acted conscientiously, and will receive my assurance that it is my heart’s 
desire, and earnest prayer to God, that you and they may increasingly 
be blest, and be made more and mure blessings to those among whom 
you labor. 

I am Reverend and dear Sir, yours truly, 
(Signed,) James Marsna.u.” 


Mr. Marshall rose and said—lIn addition to the communication which 
has just now been read, I may simply say that, so far from being influ- 
enced by pecuniary inducements in the step I have taken, there is lite- 
rally no prospect for myself and family, butto cast ourselves on the 
Providence of God; but as | am conscious of a desire, an ardent desire, 
to devote myself to the services of our blessed Master, I cannot but be- 
lieve that in his own good time he will furnish me with a sphere of 
usefulness. To some, it will appear strange that a change so essential 
as that which will be seen in the communication which has just now 
been read, should have taken place at my time of life ; but it will not be 
difficult to explain. Before I was licensed to preach the Gospe:, I had 
to pay some attention to the question; but I cannot say that it was an 
impartial consideration which I gave to the subject. All my feelings, 
prejudices, and prepossessions were enlisted on the side of Presbytery, 
and against every other form of Church discipline and government. 
Very soon after I became a preacher of the Gospel, I was called to the 
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charge of a Parish containing between 7,000 and 8,000 souls ; and from 
that time till within a very recent period, the subject of Church govern- 
ment was scarcely ever thought of by me. I was altogether engrossed 
with the discharge of my parochial and congregational duties, and would 
have been so to the end of my life, had no recent events furced the sub- 
ject upon my very serious consideration, and which led io the result 
which has now been announced. Though under the necessity, however, 
of retiring from the Church of Sotland, I may say that I do so most 
conscientiously, yet without feelngs of bitterness or acrimony, and in 
the full resolution that, whatever may happen, I will cherish for her min- 
isters and people the warmest feelings of brotherly love. 


—_sa— 


ON CLERICAL DRESS. 
From Archbishop Secker’s Charges. 


Our predecessors, that their abstaining from indiscreet levities might 
be notorious, wore constantly the peculiar habit of their order. And 
certainly we should be mure respected, if we followed their example in 
this more universally. They complained of no inconveniences from it: 
nor did I ever, in acourse of many years, find any worth naming. In 
the primitive and persecuting times indeed Clergymen wore no peculiar 
dress: and long after were distinguished only by retaining a greater 
simplicity of garb than others. But gradually superiors discerned rea- 
sous for enjoining a different sort: and surely others may well pay them 
so far the obedience promised to them, as always to shew, by some 
evident and proper marks, (for nothing more is expected,) of what class 
of menthey are. If you do not, it will be said, either that you are 
ashamed of your cause, or conscious of your unskilfulness to defend it, 
or that you conceal yourselves to take occasionally unfit liberties. Indeed 
some external restraints of this kind, merely as an admonition against 
unseemly discourse and conduct and company, would, though not pre- 
scribed, be very advisable for young Clergymen: amongst whom they, 
who dislike them the most, might sometimes perceive, that they have 
the most need of them. And we that are older, should keep up the cus- 
tom for their sakes, though unnessary for our own. Besides, we may 
all prevent, by such notification of outselves, a great deal of unbecom- 
ing talk and deportment in others ; and so escape both the disagreeable- 
ness of reproving it, and the impropriety of not reproving it. Or, if 
after all it cannot be prevented, they who are offended with it, will im- 
mediately see in usa refuge from it. 

But then a habit, visibly a Clergyman’s, must be such in every part 
as befits a Clergyman: have no louk of effeminacy or love of finery in 
it. For we had better put on the lay-dress entirely, than disgrace the 
clerical one. And it is doub!y contemptible, first to show what a fond- 
ness we have for things utterly beneath us, and then how poorly we are 
able toindulge it. Therefure let us be uniform: and as our character is 
a truly venerable one, let us think we do ourselves honor by wearing the 
ancient badges of it. I need not add, that our whole demeanor should 
be answerable to our clothing: that softness and delicacy of manner, 
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skill in the science of eating, and the perfection of liquors, in short, 
every approach to luxurious gratification, is strangely out of place in one, 
who hath devoted himself to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 


Christ—(2 Tim. ii. 3.) 








<DD> : ae 
POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


HARK CATHOLICS! 


The wily Romanist hath sought to win our Shepherds from their true allegiance and 
faithful Catholic trust. Vide Dr. Kenrick’s (titular Bishop of Arath) Letter. 


Ho! Priests of Curist arouse ye, 
Trim up your dimming wick, 
And echo for your Mother’s sake 

Her watchword Catholic ; 
Already have three Bishops bold 
Their Master’s flag unfurled, 
And schism’s ‘invite, as of old, 
Back to the profferer hurled. 


What! shall the vine so nobly brought 
With blood and fiery toil, 

From Romish Egypt, turn her roots 
Back to its meagre soil ? 

Nay, strong in liberty she’|l stand 
With glorious foliage decked, 

For planted by our Gop’s own hand 
His right hand shall protect. 


Of no Italian Bishop, we 

The sway usurping own, 
Which in the times true Catholic 
The Church had never known; 

But by an Apostolic line 
Descended from of old, 

We yet the truditwa divine 

Of Bishop Greeory hold.” 





Be your’s to own Trent’s faise decrees— 
Rome’s Popish rod to dread,— 

We hold the Councils Catholic, 
And Curist our glorious Head ; 

A martyr bearing Church indeed, 
We claim our Mother high; 

And we have yet our Laups to bleed, 
Our Dinorus to reply. 


We pity thee misguided Rome ! 
In olden time you burned 

The brightest beacon of the Faith, 
And noble trophies earned ; 

But now you’ve wrapped yourselfin night, 
With Error’s pall arrayed ; 


* Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, A. D590, who affirmed the title of “‘ Univer= 
sal Bishop” to be profane, unti-Christian, and infernal.” by whomsoever assumed. (Con- 
sult the authorities referred to in Murdock’s Mosheim, vol. 1, p. 461.) 
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That Holy Faith once pure and bright 
You almost have betrayed. 


What! burned our Apostolic light 
With such ambiguous blaze, 
That ye should dare, true sheep invite 
In schism’s folds to graze 2 
Our Shepherds true-have roused them quick 
To guard their ‘Trust Divine, 
And show we love Church Catholic 
More, Arath’s Lord, than thine, 


When we can Gop’s own word remove,— 
When think Curisr’s oath can fail,— 
When to high trust we recreant prove,— 
Then may your hopes prevail; | ' : 
But until then, be this well learned 
By wily Rome, in sooth 
We'll give these bodies to be burned, 


k’er we deny the Truth. CATHOLICUS. 
Vigil of St. Clement, Bishop and Martyr. 
=: aS _ 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Missionary Lecture at St. Stephens’ Chapel.—That for December, 
was delivered by the Missionary of the said Chapel, and the amount 


collected was $15. 











Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal . 
Church.—The “ Spirit of Missions” for December, contains the Trien- | 
nial Sermon, (1841) and the correspondence of 4 Domestic and 2 
Foreign Missionaries. The amount reported for Domestic Missions was 
$1,173—from South-Carolina $341; for Foreign $1,907—from South- 


Carolina $211. : 





Michigan.—The seventh Annual Convention of this Diocese was 
held May 27th-29th. Present, the Bishop, 12 of the Clergy, and 16 
Lay-Deputies. There are in this Divcese, including the Bishop, 20 
Clergymen, and 3 Candidates for the Ministry. The Missionary to the 
Ottawa Indians, in his report says :—‘ It was an affecting sight to see 
some of the aged warriors who fought by the side of Tecumseh at Mo- 
ravian town, and whose tomahawk had drunk the blood of the whites on : 
the banks of the Maumee, kneeling at the altar of confirmation, desi- 
rous of meeting their once deadly enemies, and their red brethren, 
where the rifle—the tomahawk and the poisoned arrow shall be forever 
buried, and the bloody strife of the battle field shall be hushed for the 
glorious occupation of singing a Redeemer’s praise and dying love.” | 
Extracts from the Bishop’s Address we expect to publish, | 





Vermont.—The fifty-first Annual Convention was held September 
15th and 16th. Present, the Bishop, 15 Clergymen, and 21 Lay-Dele- 
gates. There are in this Diocese 37 Parishes, 20 Presbyters, 3 Deacons, 
and 3 Candidates for holy orders. Inthe report of St. John’s Church, 
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Derby Line, we read—“ There are fifty-two families in the Parish, and 
of these, thirty are in Canada, and the remaining twenty-two in Ver- 
mont. In these fifty-two families there are nearly two hundred souls, 
and of these about one hundred and ten are regular Church-goers. Since 
my last report, 1 have made nearly three hundred parochial visits, and 
of these, about one hundred and seventy-five were in Canada, the re- 
mainder in Vermont. Of those who were baptized, fifteen came from 
Canada, and the remainder from Vermont. Of the communicants, four- 
teen reside in Canada, the remainder in Vermont. At the present time 
of writing, the parishioners on the Canada side are the most zealous in 
building up and securing the interests of the Church.” The Bishop’s 
Address is painfully affecting, admirably monitory, and in the best spirit 
of devotion to God, zeal for souls, and self humility, 

Eastern Diocese—Its Annual Convention was held September 29th. 
Present, the Bishop, 22 of the Clergy, and 13 Delegates from the three 
States. There are in this Diocese 78 Clergymen. In his Address the 
Bishop says—‘‘ 1 was pleased in finding in their Church (Wilkinson- 
ville,) a new organ, which was presented by a lady of the parish. And 
it caused me to reflect upon the good which the rich might most easily 
do, by making donations to our Churches, if not during their lives, which 
is better, yet in their wills, to be available after their decease. By such 
benefactions, they might conferthe greatest benefit upon mankind ; con- 
tribute to the preaching of the gospel to thousands of peuple, and for 
many generations ; cause their names and deeds to be long remembered 
with thankfulness and praise. They might also enrich their country, by 
causing thousands to be permanently funded, which otherwise would 
soon, by heirs, be dissipated and spent.” 

The Pastoral Letter —It makes the following points, which we have 
on former occasions earnestly advocated, and are now happy to see sus- 
tained by the collective authority of the Presiding Bishop, and of all the 
Bishops of our Church. 

1. The object of faith is (not the special merey of God, nor the death 
of Christ, but) all that Gud has revealed to us in his Holy Word. 

2. Mere faith, or faith without love or charity, is not justifying faith. 

3. Justifying faith is a lively faith, or faith enlivened and made perfect 
by love or charity ; in other words, fides formata. 

These propositions are plainly made the basis of the parallel which 
the Pastoral Letter ruus between Si. Paul and St. James, and of the ex- 
cellent practical advice which it enjoins.— Churchman. 


Good Example—Bishop Onderdonk on June 28th, consecrated St. 
Ann’s Church, Morrisania, Westchester County ; of which the laying of 
the corner stone, but little more than eight months previously took place. 
In that short perioa, this substantial marble edifice was erected, finished, 
and furnished, in a beautifully neat and commodious manner, at the sole 
cost af Gouverneur Morris, Esq., on his own estate. This is the fourth 
instance of such pi»us munificence in the history of our Diocese, and 
pne which every true friend to his country will delight to regard as emi- 
nently worthy of a name already illustrious in that country’s annals, 
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God grant that it may not be the Jast addition to the list which hands 
down to the grateful remembrance and veneration of the Church, the 
names of Duane, Van Zandt, and Pierrepont. It were much to be de- 
sired that our wealthy and benevolent men would duly consider the 
perpetual and inestimable good that may be done by the erection —and 
let me add, moderate endowment—of churches. Before proceeding to 
the consecration of St. Ann’s Church, Mr. Morris had cheerfuily given 
every security that the Church should be permanently devoted to the 
worship of our communion, and with that view transferred to a parochial 
corporation when one should be there furmed.— Bishop's Address. 


Useful. Proposal.—Peculiar circumstances have awakened, to a con- 


siderable extent, in New-York, a spirit of inquiry among intelligent and 
well-informed individuals, as to the nature of the Christian Church ; her | 


claims, as opposed to those of the various sects; and the evils which 
arise from separation from her fold. With a view of affording informa- 
tion, and of disseminating currect sentiments, on these important sub- 
jects, the subscriber has solicited and obtained the aid of some of his 
brethren to deliver a course of sermons, as follows, in St. John’s Church, 
on Sunday evenings, to commence at balf past 6 o’cluck. 

1. November 21, Duty of humility in search after divine 
24th Sunday after Trinity, truth, especially as it ought to be exhibit- 
ed in submission of private judgment to Catholic truth. 

By Rev. Dr. Taylor, of Grace Church, N. Y. 
2. November 21, 4 The Holy Catholic Church, its perpetuity and 
1st Sunday in Advent, visibility. The good providence of God in 
preserving it from essential error in doctrine. 
By Rev. Dr. Seabury, of Ch. of the Annunciation, N. Y. 
3. December 5, The ministry and sacraments, the appointed 
2d Sunday in Advent, } channels of conveying divine grace to the mem- 
bers of the Church. 
By Rev. Mr. Huntington, of St. Paul’s College, L. I. 
4. December 12, \ Unreasonableness of dissent, especially as il- 
3d Sunday in Advent, § lustrated by the case of the Puritans and Meth- 
odists. 
By Professor Henry, of New-York University. 
5. December 19, The distinction between Catholic and Protest- 
4th Sunday in Advent, ant, an examination of the charge made against 
Catholics of symbolizing with the Romanists. 
By Rev. E. M Johnson, of St. John’s Church. 
6. December 26, The importance of the inquiry, where, at the 
Ist Sun. after Christmas, § present day, is the one Church of Christ ? 
By Rev. Edw. Y. Higbee, of Trinity Ch. N. Y. 

7. January 2, The obligation to holiness and purity, and 
2d Sunday after Christmas, the best evidence of their existence in the 
members of the Church. 

By Rev. Mr. Patterson, of St. John’s Church. 
The above sermons will be reguiarly preached, without reference to 
the state of the weather, in St. John’s Church. 
Evan M. Jounson, Rector of St. John's Church, Brooklyn. 
Oct. 28th, Festival of St. Simon 
and St. Jude, 1841. 


| Churchman. 
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Missionary Collection.—We agree in deprecating a resort to excite- 
ments ; the fuod of the sick man neither enabling him to convalesce, nor 
suffering him to die. The want is constant, and the means of relief 
should be certain and uniform. The surest, if not the only permanent 
meaus of aiding the Church to sustain her missions and other good 
works and offices, is that of parochial collections, either weekly or 
mouthly. Let the people be encouraged to bring their oblat.ons to the 
offertory and lay them on the altar of God as regularly as the holy ser- 
vice of the Church is celebrated, and the Church will never lack the 
means to extend her pious and benevolent care to the bodies and the 
souls of men.— Churchman. 

Church in England.—Amidst all the discussions and controversies 
carried on by the divines of the day, one great duty is universally re- 
cognized, and more and more effectually practised. That duty is Unity. 
From this there springs a closer adherence to the principles of the 
Church, and a practical confession that Unity can only be obtained by 
adhering to that form of Government which the Apostles instituted, 
which our Articles distinctly uphold, and which was the only polity 
known in the universal Christian Church for the first sixteen centuries. 
Indeed this unity has mainly been produced by an awakening of the 
public mind to the nature of the One Catholic and Apostolic Church, 
and the exceeding sinfulness of Schism: so that, to speak with precision, 
it is an effect, rather than a cause. 

The greatest triumph that has lately been achieved by the reviving in- 
fluence of sound Catholic principes, is the circumstance of the Church 
Missionary Society placing itself under the control and superintendence 
of the heads of the United Church of England and Lreland. So impor- 
tant an occurrence, involving a distinct recogniticn of the necessity of 
Episcopal superintendence, ought to be generally known.— Church. 

Bishop of Jerusalem.—The Bishoprick of Jerusalem was offered in 
the first instance, to Rev. Dr. M' Call, a well known Hebrew scholar, 
which he declined, on the ground that in his judgment, a Jew ought to 
be raised to the Episcopate. The office was then offered to Rev. Mr, 
Alexander, Professor of Hebrew in King’s College, London, a convert 
from Judaism. It has been arranged that the Bishop of Jerusalem may 
not only ordain Englishmen duly qualified, but also Germans who sub- 
scribe as the confession of their faith the Augsburg confession. The 
distinguished individual to whom we referred a week ur two ago, as 
having contributed a large amount to the establishment of the see, is the 
present king of Prussia.—Southern Churchman. 


Sunday Mails.—Extract of a letter from England, dated July 16th, 
1841—* I must send my letter to-morrow, or be too late for the steamer, 


no mail leaving London on Sunday. Why should it travel in the United 
States of America 4 


A Good Hint.—When the clergyman has closed the service, and given 
out the hymn, the organ performs a symphony during the time he is in 
the vestry, and the choir do not commence the hymn until he has taken 
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his place in the pulpit. This seems to us very appropriate and proper. 
Is not the hymna part of the worship, and should not the clergyman 
join in it with the congregation? It has always seemed to us, that the 
practice of the choir’s singing the hymn while the clergyman is absent 
changing his robes, was a break in our otherwise beautiful order, which 
needed improvement.—Czhristran Wotness, 

Diocesan School of South-Carolina.—For the occasion of the opening 
of this institution on the 3d January, the following prayers, to be intro- 
duced, after the general thanksgiving, have been prepared, as authorized 
by the 47th Canon. 

A Prayer for all Christian Schools. 

Almighty and merciful God, who hast given to Man, faculties to be 
improved for thy service, and for the welfare of himself, and his fellow 
Men; we bless thy holy name, that thou hast been pleased to put it into 
the hearts of thy people, to institute schools for increasing the powers of 
the Young; for disciplining their affections; for quickening their moral 
sensibility; for imparting to them knowledge, and for preparing them 
to fulfil the duties of life, to meet death with resignation, aud to partake 
of a blissful eternity,—and we humbly ask thy blessing, ‘ without which 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy’ on such schools, that the number, the 
excellence, andthe usefulness of them may be increased more and more— 
and that, even by this humble means, souls may be gathered into the 
blessed fold of the one shepherd ; the members of thy holy Church may 
be edified, the number of its Ministers increased, and thy glory, O Lord 
our God, be advanced. All which we ask, not in our own name, for we 
are unworthy of the least of all thy mercies, but for the sake of thy Son, 
our blessed Mediator and advocate Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Collects for our School. 

Regard, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee, the supplications of thy 
servants, and grant that our School begun in thy fear and love, may be 
ever directed by thy wisdom ; assisted by thy grace, and blessed, accord- 
ing tothy truth, and power. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that all those having authority in thy Church may be 
ever zealous, in promoting the Christian education of the young. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that the supervisors of this School may both perceive 
and know what things they ought to do; and also may have grace and 
power faithfully to fulfilthe same. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, thatthe parents, guardians, sponsors and pastors of 
the pupils ef this school may ever remember it, in their prayers, sympa- 
thize with its teachers, sustain their authoriiy, and endeavor to promote 
its prosperity. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that whosoever shall be ateacher in this school, may 
be sincere in piety and charity ; sound in faith, endued with wisdom and 
knowledge, and given to all good works. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that thy baptized ones, the pupils of this school may 
ever submit to their teachers, add to their faith and virtue, knowledge ; 
and so live here, as to live with thee for ever. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that the benefactors of this school may have their re- 
ward inthe success of it, and in thy mercy to them, and their children. 
All which we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake, our most blessed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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Obituary Notice. 


Departed this life at Columbia, on the 14th inst. Mrs. CATHARINE FITZSIM 
ONS, a native of Charleston, and relict of the late Christopher Fitzsimons, Senr. of 
that city, in the 70th year of her age. ‘This estimable lady has desceaded to the tomb, 
full of years,—possessed of many excellencies,—and enjoying, to the last, the heartfelt 
affection and regard of « large circie of relatives and friends. Throughout a long life, 
marked by many mercies and many trials, she uniformly sustained the character of a 
sincere Christian ;—)atient in adversity, —thankful in prosperity ;- exhibiting, in sorrow 
and in joy, the same unwavering confidence in the wisdom and goodness of Him, whose 
Providence she adored, and whose guidance she sensibly felt and gratefully acknowl- 
edged. Religion was, with her, the principle of her being. It shone out conspicuously, 
yet not ostentatiously, in all her actions,--was illustrated in all her conduct,--and (as 
far as could be judged) mingled largely in the motives which actuated all her “ walk 
and conversation.”” She loved her God and served Him,—believed in His Son and 
glorified Him,—and sought constantly for the influences of His Spirit, to increase hér 
filial reverence for the one, and the exclusiveness of her trust in the other Her piety 
was signalized by a meekness which shrunk from unnecessary display ,—by an earnest- 
ness that evinced the purity of the source from whence it sprung; by a habitual and 
deep-rooted sense of her entire unworthiness, and by such faith in the Redeemer, as can 
alone make His merits available for justification, or salvation ;—a “ faith which worketh 
by love.” In this last quality, more especially perhaps than in any other, she manifese 
ted the strength and depth of her religious feeling. Looking to her Creator, as 2 dutiful 
child to a tender parent, she made His test her standard of obligation, and discovered 
her affection for Lin, by her affection for her * brother also.” Her benevolences were 


the daily practice of her life, and her charity was as expansive as the winds, embracing 

within its range, the high and the low,—the rich and the poor,—the bond and the free. 

She bore ill-will to none,—nay, she felt kindly towards the whole human family ;—sym- 

pathized with and soothed the suffering ;—sought out and relieved the children of want,— 

and tu do good and communicate, in every way, forgot not, wherever and whenever the 

yee | and means of complying with this scriptural and benignant precept were 
i 


P xced within her reach. Thus, she showed her “ faith by her works, and, by works, 
ver faith (as we trust) was made perfect.” 

The aame of this venerable mother in [srael has long been usefully identified with the 
Episcopal Church in our Diocese,—of which, for by tar the largest portion of her days, 
she was a most exemplary communicant ;—to which she was ever devotedly attached ;— 
whose distinctive principles she fondly cherishei—whose Liturgy she had imbibed, in no 
small degree, in the spirit, as wellas in the letter; and of whose order, worslLip and insti- 
tutions, she was an enthusiastic admirer, and an ardent aud generous advocate and 


supporter. 

Mh Church, therefore, within our borders, and particularly, that branch of it in Co- 
lumbia with which she has been latterly conuected, has cause to write its grief with her 
mourning relatives, not for her, for she rests from her labors, but that another of its 
gourds is withered,—that another of its lights has been extinguished,—and that, in the 
midst of a world that lieth in wickedness, the counteracting influence of another of the 
godly has ceased,—the living example of another of the faithful has failed from the chil- 
dren of men. 

Desiring to depart and be with Christ, this aged and pious matron gently breathed out 
her soul, amid the tears of her descendants, to whose welfare she had essentially contri- 
buted, and in a community where she was known, but to be respected and loved. To 
none who have passed from the scenes of time. could the beautiful language of our 
Prayer Book be more truly and appropriately applicable. Having served the Lord in 
her generation, she was gathered uuto her fathers, ‘ having the testimony of a good 
Conscience : in the conmnumen of the Catholic Church: in the confidence of a certain 
faith: in the comfort of a reasonable, religious and boly hope: in favor (as we believe) 
with her God, and in perfect cha: ity with the world.” 
re pe cern re EY 

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 1842. 

1 Gircumcision. 16. 2d Sunday after Epiphany. 
2. 2d Sunday after Christmas. 23. Septuagesima 
6. Epiphany. 25. Conversion of St. Paul. 
9. 1st Sunday after Epiphany. 30. Sexagesima Sunday. 

— ae — 

ERRATUM. 

In page 294, line 19, for “ faithfulness” read fatthlessness. 





